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Mostly sunny: High 76, Low 53 


WORLD 


Trump 
ignores 
advice, 
hails Putin 


Despite warnings 
from his national 
security advisers, 
including a section in 
his briefing materials 
stating “DO NOT 
CONGRATULATE,” 
President Donald 
Trump congratulates 
Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin on his landslide 
win. PAGE A10 


NATION 


John Chennavasin / TNS 
Karen McDougal 


Ex-Playboy 
model sues to 
break silence 


Karen McDougal, 

a former Playboy 
model who said she 
had an affair with 
Donald Trump, sues 
to be released froma 
2016 legal agreement 
requiring her silence, 
becoming the 
second woman to 
challenge efforts to 
bury stories about 
alleged relationships. 
PAGE ATI 


NATION 

School shooting 
suspect slain 

in Maryland 

A teenager armed 
with a handgun 
critically wounds a 
girl inside a Maryland 
high school before 
being killed when a 
school resource 
officer confronts him. 
A third student also 
was shot and is in 
good condition. 
PAGE A8 


FTC investigates Facebook 


Austin unease grows 
amid new scares 


Easier | 


Hoia Hous l 
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FBI agents collect evidence at a Sunset Valley FedEx Office facility after an explosion at a Schertz 
sorting center on Tuesday. The exploding package reportedly was shipped from this store. 


Day begins with new fears when a package explodes 
ends with hope suspect leaving clues 


at sorting facility, 


By Mark Collette, 
Andrea Zelinski and 
St. John Barned-Smith 


Tuesday started with another 
explosion in the heart of Texas. 

It ended with the hope that a 
suspected serial bomber had, this 
time, maybe slipped up by leaving 
a trail of evidence for investiga- 
tors to follow. 

A package blew up after mid- 
night on a conveyor belt inside a 
FedEx sorting facility near San 
Antonio. Then, before dawn, 
Austin police responded to a sus- 
picious parcel later confirmed to 
contain a bomb at a FedEx facility 
near Austin-Bergstrom Interna- 


tional Airport. Both were from 
the same sender and were con- 
nected to the four previous explo- 
sions, investigators said. 

The explosions and scares — 
including an incident late Tues- 
day at an Austin Goodwill store 
involving an “incendiary device” 
that officials said was not related 
to the bombings — left the capital 
city enveloped in ongoing panic 
as the investigations continued at 
a breakneck pace. 

Still, FedEx said it had turned 
over “extensive evidence” to in- 
vestigators, and the chairman of 
the U.S. House Homeland Securi- 
ty committee told the Associated 
Press that authorities have sur- 


veillance videos in Austin that 
“could possibly” show a suspect. 

Federal agents combed over a 
FedEx Office location in the small 
town of Sunset Valley, surround- 
ed by southwest Austin, after de- 
termining the exploding package 
originated there. There was no 
drop box, Sunset Valley Police 
Chief Lenn Carter told reporters, 
so the sender presumably would 
have had to enter the store, pos- 
sibly leaving a trail of DNA, fin- 
gerprints and imagery. 

The day started just after mid- 
night with an explosion in the 
town of Schertz near San Antonio 
and unfolded in a dizzying series 

Bomber continues on A17 


City 
report 
backs 


flood 
plan 


Council to weigh 
building rules 
sought by Turner 


By Mike Morris 


More than 80 percent of 
the homes in Houston’s 
flood plains that were 
damaged by Hurricane 
Harvey would have been 
spared if they were at the 
higher elevation that May- 
or Sylvester Turner has 
proposed for future devel- 
opment in those flood- 
prone areas. 

That figure was among 
the data contained ina new 
Houston Public Works 
analysis of Harvey’s 
wreckage as council mem- 
bers weigh a rewrite of the 
ordinance governing the 
city’s flood plains. City 
Council is expected to con- 
sider the new rules next 
week and to discuss them 
at a committee hearing 
Wednesday. 

The 73-page report’s re- 
lease to council members 
and the public comes sev- 
en weeks after Turner first 
outlined his proposal and 
more than a week after the 
end of the city’s announced 
period for public feedback. 

Among the report’s key 
findings: 

eOf the 31,822 flooded 
single-family homes Pub- 
lic Works examined in city 
flood plains, about half 
would not have flooded 
during Harvey if they had 
been built to the city’s cur- 
rent elevation standard, 
which requires new or re- 
developed homes to sit at 
least 1 foot above the pro- 
jected water level in a 100- 
year storm. Placing the 
homes 2 feet above the pro- 

Proposal continues on A13 


over mining of users’ data 


Cambridge Analytica’s aid to Trump 
among scrutiny of privacy concerns 


By Cecilia Kang 


NEW YORK TIMES 


The Federal Trade Com- 
mission has opened an in- 
vestigation into whether 
Facebook violated an 
agreement with the agency 
on data privacy after re- 
ports that information on 
50 million users was im- 
properly obtained by the 
political consulting firm 
Cambridge Analytica, ac- 
cording to a person with 
knowledge of the inquiry. 


The investigation, start- 
ed in recent days, adds to 
the mounting pressure 
against Facebook about its 
handling of the data. Cam- 
bridge Analytica used the 
information to help Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign 
profile voters during the 
2016 election. 

The scrutiny of the com- 
pany now extends from 
state capitals to Europe. 
Attorneys general in Mas- 
sachusetts and New York 


are investigating Face- 
book’s handling of person- 
al data, and the British Par- 
liament has called for a 
hearing with Mark Zuck- 
erberg, the company’s 
chief executive. Several 
senators have also called 


for him to appear in Wash- 
ington. 
Adding to concerns 


about the company is the 
impending departure of 
Alex Stamos, Facebook’s 
chief security officer. That 
change, reported Monday 
by the New York Times, re- 
flects heightened leader- 
ship tension at the compa- 

FTC continues on A13 


Cambridge Analytica 
suspended its chief 
executive officer, 
Alexander Nix. 


» Be wary of who occupies 
your mind, columnist Chris 
Tomlinson says. Page B1 


Cruz faces queries 


on firm’s data use 


Campaign was 
assured nothing 
illegal occurred 


By Kevin Diaz 


WASHINGTON - US. 
Sen. Ted Cruz’s political 
organization said Tuesday 
that it was assured in 2015 
that there was nothing ille- 
gal about the data his pres- 
idential campaign was be- 
ing provided by Cam- 
bridge Analytica, a firm 
that has come under fire 
for improperly collecting 
personal information 
about millions of Facebook 


users without their con- 
sent. 

Cruz is under attack 
from Texas Democrats as 
new questions about how 
the Cambridge, Mass., 
firm siphoned data from 
Facebook, allegedly 
through an app misrepre- 
sented as “a research app 
used by psychologists.” 

On Friday, Facebook an- 
nounced it was suspend- 
ing U.K.-based Strategic 
Communications Labora- 
tories and its U.S. data sub- 
sidiary, Cambridge Ana- 
lytica, alleging that they 
obtained data from a re- 

Firm continues on A13 
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